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FMCBC and Cloudburst Information

The Federation of Mountain Clubs of British
Columbia (FMCBC) is a non-profit organiza-
tion representing the interests of non-
motorized hikers and climbers, and outdoor
clubs throughout British Columbia.

The FMCBC
i addresses mountain access, recreation, and conser-
vation issues
i coordinates, builds, and maintains hiking and moun-
tain access trails throughout B.C. through its member
clubs
1 promotes outdoor education and safety

Membership

Membership in the FMCBC is open to any individual or club
interested in non-motorized outdoor activities, and access,
recreational, and conservation concerns. Please contact the
FMCBC office to receive a list of clubs that belong to the
FMCBC (See back cover). Membership is $15 per annum
per membership when a member of a FMCBC Club and $25
per annum for individual members.

Executive

President: Brian Wood

Vice President: Scott Webster
Treasurer: Elisa Kreller
Secretary: Patrick Harrison
Directors

Dave King (ACCGPG, CR, Northern Regional Director), Caroline Clap-
ham (ACGVan), Andrew Pape Salmon (ACGVI), Rob Gunn (AVOC),
Brian Wood (BCMC), Dean Pollack (BOC), Ken Rodonets (CDMC),
Don Hay (COC), Roy Howard (FHA), Karl Stevenson (FoSP), Patrick
Harrison (HBC), Bill Perry (IMR), Peter Oostlander (KMC), Travis
Carter (MRBS), Mack Skinner and Cristina Jacob (NSH), Eleanor
Acker (NVOC), Dave Lavery (OC), Max Bitel (SFU), Gil Parker
(VISTA), Eric Burkle (VITIS), Mike Stewart (VOA), Erica Lay (VOC),
Peter Rothermel (VI Regional Director),

Committee Chairs

Recreation and Conservation: Brian Wood & Monika Bittel

Trails: Patrick Harrison & Alex Wallace

Cloudburst

Editors: Bill Perry & Jay MacArthur

Production: Jodi Appleton

Staff

Administrative Manager: Jodi Appleton

Bookkeeper: Kathy Flood
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Cover Photo taken by Andrew Pape -Salmon

Stevens Peak from Mount Bate, Vancouver

Island (near Tahsis). 2010 Alpine Club of
Canadai Vancouver Island Camp

Cloudburst is published semi-annually by the Federation of Moun-
tain Clubs of BC. Publication/Mail sales Agreement # 41309018.
Printed by Hemlock Printers. Circulation 3500.
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For More Information on the FMCBC:
www.mountainclubs.org
PO Box 19673 Vancouver BC V5T 4E7
Tel: 604-873-6096
Email: fmcbc@mountainclubs.org

Articles

We welcome articles which inform our readers about mountain ac-
cess, recreation, and conservation issues or activities in B.C. Articles
should not exceed 1,000 words. Photos should be approximately 4x6
inch photos with 1500 300 DPI resolution. With submitted articles
please include the author. With submitted photos please include loca-
tion, names of people in the photo and the name of the photographer.
Submission Deadlines: Fall/Winter - Oct 15
Spring/Summer - April 15
Email articles to: admin.manager@mountainclubs.org

Advertising: The FMCBC invites advertising or classified advertising
that would be useful to our members. Rates:

$400 back page $300 full page

$160 %2 page $80 ¥ page

$40 business card

Please email corrections toadmin.manager@mountainclubs.org

We would like to thank Mountain Equipment Co -op for supporting
the FMCBC through their generous contribution of office space from
which to base our administration.
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The Federation of Mountain Clubs of BC

FMCBC Working on your behalf

The Federation of Mountain Clubs (FMCBC) is a democratic, grassroots organization dedicated to the conservation of
and access to British Columbiads wilderness and mountain areas.
clubs and our membership is about 3500 from 22 clubs around the province. Our membership is comprised of a diverse
group of non -motorized or self -propelled mountain recreation users including hikers, climbers, mountaineers, backcoun-
try skiers and snowshoers. who all share an interest in the protection and preservation of the mountain/wilderness envi-
ronment. The FMCBC also has several individual members who are not affiliated with the club, but share our mission
and accomplishments. Membership is open to any club or individual that supports our mission. In addition to the work
that FMCBC does on their behalf, membership benefits include a subscription to the FMCBC newsletter Cloudburst and
access to an inexpensive Third  -Party Liability insurance program for club members, and Directors and Officers liability
insurance for your club organizers.

The FMCBC mandate i s At o f os-imetorized actvitigs ofthenmambeershihand theageneral pub-
l'ic through | eadership, advocacy and educationo. T h-ourdfisMIC.BAC 1 e c
be a traditional user group and represents their rights province -wide to freely access and enjoy a quality experience in
the mountains and forests of British Columbia. Our members believe that the enjoyment of these pursuits in an un-
spoiled environment is a vital component to the quality of life in British Columbia.

9 The FMCBC fulfills its mandate with a comprehensive approach to mountain recreation and conservation by:

9 Participating in provincial land use decision processes.

9 Working to positively change (and in some cases enhance) government agency policies so that self -propelled outdoor
recreation opportunities are recognized and protected.

Representing wilderness as a legitimate land use and a resource of identifiable value to society.

=A =

Advocating for new parks and wilderness resources, and working to maintain the integrity of existing parks and wil-
derness resources.

Advocating for continued access to existing recreational resources.

Building, maintaining and protecting hiking and mountain access trails.

Promoting hiking, rock climbing, mountaineering, ski touring and other self -propelled mountain activities.
Educating the public on conservation issues, related to outdoor recreation.

=A =4 =4 4 =4

Education its member and the public on mountain and backcountry safety and working with member clubs to address
risk management issues.
9 Encouraging new membership in our member clubs

Acting under the policy of #Atalk, understand and persuadeo, raf
for the interests of it s member groups. Much of this work is done through our committees including our Trails Commit-
tee and Recreation and Conservation Committee. With the exceptioc

istrative Manager work on these programs is done mainly by volunteers.

The FMCBC was founded in 1971, based on a predecessor organization called the Mountain Access Committee. Since
this time the FMCBC has had many success stories working on behalf of our members and the public at large. If you
visit our website ( www.mountainclubs.org ) you can view a list of some of our successes and accomplishments we have
had through the years categorized by geographical region. Some highlights include the popular Adopt -a-Trail program
and the resolution of several land use issues through participation in various planning processes.

We continue to work towards success on new issues and projects. Much of our work these days tends to be access
related where we are competing with other users of the land base or in some cases a lack of investment in existing in-
frastructure. At the core of these projects, issues and successes (and often the grinding work that goes unnoticed) is
the countless hours of time from dedicated volunteers from across the province. Without these volunteers the FMCBC
would not exist and we are always looking for new volunteers 0 no experience required. Through our committees, club
advocates and general membership we have much to hope for on the trail ahead. y
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President s Report
Brian Wood (BC Mountaineering Club)

011 is the fortieth anniversary of the founding of the FMCBC and we hope

we can continue to provide a Uusg¢ or
propelled backcountry recreation clubs communicate effectively between t
selves, government agencies, other users of the back country, and the put

The AGM in June marks the end of my three year term as President, and Scott

our current Vice President, has agre t hi

will therefore become vacant so we are looking for someone who would be inte
in filling that role in preparation to take on the role of President in two years. The

tee, the Trails Committee, the Fund Raising Committee and Communications Cof§
tee. We always seem to be short of volunteers, and so please consider helping
position that interests you.

Joﬁn Emes

e =

Brian on his trip to Ecuador this
As this wildl be my | ast Presidentods drigport I woul d |
of our activities during my term. Some of the projec
started are still in progress, but hopefully further towards completion. For example, the reterdtueing of the FMCBC
Board of Directors to be more responsive and visible to our clubs, and thus more democratic and accountable, seems
acceptable and fairly wel/ settled. Although we anti c
has been incorporated into our Constitution andaBys.

We are further enhancing communication between the clubs by using more electronic media which will disseminate r
information more frequently to our clubs than the current semual Cloudburst Newsletter. We hope that more frequent
el ectronic dissemination of information wil/l answer
FMCBC doing for me?06 As | egal matters assume more i mp
are striving to improve and understand our Liability Insurance coverage for those clubs that need it. For a while rsegotia
with the District of Squamish over transfer of the FMCBC land to the new Municipal Smoke Bluffs Park have been stal
due to | ack of Aiin perpetuityo pr ostatingshostlm f or t he cl

For over two years our financial position has been solid and we are now in a position to financially assist our commi
members with some of their costs of attending meetings etc, which have been steadily increasing. As many of you know
improved financial health is mainly due to elimination of our paid Executive Director position, and for the last three yec
we have relied on Jodi Appleton, our pamie Administrative Manager, to help keep the organization functioning, ably as-
sisted by a team of Directors and other dedicated volunteers. She is improving her managerial skills to perform a w
range of duties that have made the FMCBC more efficient and more visible to the member clubs, as well as to the p
through her work on Cloudburst.

There is one important project still in its early stage, which we hope will help us build a more sustainable and succe:
FMCBC that will be independent of government funding and thus more able to withstand political whims that have cau
financial problems in the past. We are continuing to work with the Mountain Equipmeop Q@Q4EC) to form a
ACommunity Partnershipo which could help to build the
the general public to protect the interests of themotorized (or sefpropelled) back country recreationists. We call this
group the nommotorized recreation sector (NMRS), and they represent a large portion of the MEC membership and t
provide their main customer base. Most of our members are also in the NMRS, and some of them have extensive expe
in negotiating land use issues and wild land management issues with government agencies, resource extraction comy
and other backcountry recreationists. In view of this extensive experience, we feel we are the best organization in BC tc
tect the interests of the NMRS and the | and base whi c
eral management skills and general effectiveness of communication with the government and the public.

After discussions with the MEC, we initiated a Strategic Planning Process (SPP) to enable the FMCBC Board of Direc
to focus more accurately on aspects that are most important to our members, and to reduce or eliminate our efforts in
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President s Repor t mee

of less importance to our members. After reviewing several proposals from strategic planners in response to our adve
position, our committee selected a professional strategic planner, Terje (Terry) Vold, who has a forest science, a biolo
science, and a forest recreation background. He also has many years of experience in strategic planning, facilitaging lar
negotiations, and many other matters relating to backcountry recreation and conservation issues. He contacted abou
persons from our member clubs and from other organizations that are familiar with the FMCBC, and supplied each wi
detailed questionnaire. Most of the questionnaires were completed during phone interviews with Terje followed b
ifeedback checko, and a few qQquestionnaires were comp!
this work, our planner has prepared a Progress Report and a Consolidated Feedback Report, which have been circul:
the Strategic Planning Committee to review. The final results of this stage of the planning process will be reviewed and
cussed at the AGM in early June so that we can make decisions and start on implementation of the recommendations.

In all, | feel that we have made some progress, albeit much slower than | would have hoped. Some more good news i
we are beginning to reduce the average age of the Executive Committee by bringing in younger folks. For example, m
pected replacement, Scott, has just become a father for the first time, whereas | am a grandfather several times ovel
infusion of youth, with its new ideas and enthusiasm, can bring fresh life into this 40 year old organization. Howeaver, jus
case someone thinks of accusing me of ageism, we do need the experience and acquired wisdom of our older membe
have served us so well for many decades. | will end by saying thanks to all who have helped, and good luck to those t
up the torchy

Letters and News of Interest

A conversation on BC Forests
Bill Perry, Editor (Island Mountain Ramblers)

| believe that we in FMCBC are experts in wilderness values and what is important to wilderness users. The Federatic
Mountain Clubs has earned a solid reputation for this knowledge through years of delivering facts needed by decision |
ers and through responsible negotiation.

Sometimes it is difficult to find the right time and opportunity to voice our opinion on land use issues. In fact, theoRedera
is hoping, in the netoo-distant future, to find funding for someone to advocatetinié on behalf of the nemotorized
outdoor recreation community.

To my surprise, I recently discovered an initiative w
est s. It i s cadeladd hiyHecaolnmmuyniftdreesst sA conversation on
Acommunity dialogue sessionso is being planned in | oc

The FMCBC directors will be discussing the extent to which we should be involved in this process. Meanwhile, check
their web site alittp://bcforestconversation.com@ find out more about how individuals can participgte.

A Possible Approach to Improve the Effectiveness of the FMCBC
Brian Wood (BC Mountaineering Club)

Some of the critics of the FMCBC state that our rate of success in land use disputes is not very encouraging, and
woul d say that our apparent | ack of ‘tonuptroo vreanteen to fi no utrh
springs eternal, and | will try to explain my version of how the FMCBC might operate in the future to improve our succ
rate. First, here is a little history.

For decades the FMCBC has supplied various government agencies with submissions on a wide range of topics relat
back country recreation issues, usually relating to ultimate permitted use or activities on specific areas of Crown (pul
land that had historically been used only by the-martorized recreation sector (NMRS). In the early days, the disputed
land uses were usually about natural resource extraction, for example logging and mining, which could destroy hiking tr
etc, and we felt these were too often resolved in favour of the extraction industry. Now however, since recent large incre
in the motorized recreation sector (MRS), both public and commercial, often the disputed uses are conflicts with the N
which operates offoad vehicles (ORVSs) e.g. snowmobiles;talirain vehicles (ATVs), 4x4 trucks, motorized trail bikes,
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etc. The disputed uses also include helicepteessed activities such as faiiing, helihiking, helibiking, etc. With re-
spect to public motorized recreation, due to lack of resources for zoning enforcement, it is often impossible to prievent pi
motorized recreation operating on Rogrk public land, even if the land has been zoned fommatorized use. With respect

to commercial recreation, i.e. tourism activities, enforcement to keep the MRS off land that is zoned for the NMRS is so
what better because government tenures permitting the commercial recreation can be cancellaafoplieorce. Most of
these tenures are for motorized activities and often take place in areas once free of such activities, and our often rey
arguments about the |l ong standing NMRS6s dAtraditional
revenues. Motorized tenures are often issued for many years, and the NMRS is usually displaced from the areas wil
relatively short time as the peaceful wilderness experience is now lost to the roar and smell of engines, which usually
displace wildlife.

Thus, whether the FMCBC is negotiating with the government about resource extraction or motorized recreation conflic
with our activities, our perception is that we rarely get a fraction of what we request. It is obviously very discouraging to
volunteers to see so little benefit for the NMRS after so many years of volunteer work. | am hoping that we can improve
financial position to deal with government more effectively to produce better results for the NMRS than in previous years
using an approach which probably requires some skills that we might have to pay for as we may not have the skills or
able time in our volunteer pool.

The approach involves scientific literature searching for which we might already have capable volunteers. | understand
governments usually focus on numbers such as the voting public numbers, and the bottom line of financial reports, and
hoping to use this type of data to get t loeeregod goavincinge n
and professionally obtained scientific evidence to support at least these six propositions.

1.  There are many more people(ivoters) in the NMRS then the MRS.

2. The NMRS contributes more dollars overall to the economy than the MRS.

3 NMRS patrticipants reduce health care costs because of their more active lifestyle, and perhaps less acciden
capita.

4.  Children of parents in the NMRS have more chances of being physically active in wild places and thus hav
greater chance to observe nature than those chil
deficit syndromeo which might hel p reduce the ir
proposition might be little shakier than the remaining five).

5.  The NMRS has a lower carbon footprint (per capita and probably overall) than the MRS because the MRS is |
ally controlling a throttle of a gasoline powered motor.

6. The NMRS causes less environmental damage (which includes wildlife disturbance), requires less costly in
structure, and also causes less wear and tear to the infrastructure than MRS.

| feel we should explore these and possibly other benefits that might have some scientific basis to show that the NMRS
vides many more worthwhile benefits to soci et y-invertirgn |
the wheel 6 by performing our own research, I feel we
which would support at least these six propositions with well documented studies. If we cannot find suitable reports to
port all six propositions, perhaps we could establish funding to have a university graduate(s) pursue some original res
to support one or more of these propositions for which we cannot find suitable literature references. | would hope tha
person doing this searching could produce a report which would coadbthese arguments into a we#lasoned and sum-
marized report that could be understood by atechnical political committee.

| feel there is nothing new in any of these six propositions, and there is probably hard scientific evidence and ragutable ¢
ies to support most, if not all, of these propositions. Assuming some such studies exist, they may have already been use
singly to support arguments relating to the benefits of the NMRS over MRS. By having all these studies in one report, |
would like tooverwhelmany previous arguments against one or two of these studies wathrtheative effeciof all these
studies, which clearly cover a wide range of estimates of revenues, cost savings and social benefits. While some folks n
feel | am exaggerating the benefits of q@ibpelled back country recreation, if our report is suitably presented to senior bu-
reaucrats, perhaps they would be convinced to approach their masters of whatever political stripe so that good underste
able science would overcome the power of the motorized industry, which can be measured not only in horsepower but &
in lobbying dollarsy
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Chilliwack River VaIIey Trails The CRVTA is working in close cooperation with Mike
. Peters and Marina Dunn, the Chilliwack District represen-
Association (CRVTA) g

. tatives of Recreational Sites and Trails BC, which is now
Jack Bryceland (Chilliwack Outdoor Club) part of the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Re-
source Operations. We have decided, currently, to limit
From the Outdoor Recreation Council (ORC) workshop our area of interest to the Chilliwack River watershed ex-
(held at the BC Institute of Technology on Octobet3B9  cjuding Provincial Parks and Vedder Mountain. The latter
2010), which was titled 'Finding Solutions to Regional & s excluded since the Vedder Mountain Trails Association
Community Trail Issues, a local working group has been js actually providing a model for what we want to accom-
formed in Chilliwack. plish here. Should we manage to establish a successful

_ o working group, we may choose to include the Provincial
It is an attempt to solve existing, and prevent future, rec- parks at a later date.

reational conflicts in the Chilliwack River Valley by hav-
ing a diverse group of users banding together. There waswe have three topics on the table now:
an initial meeting on March 16 and a second meeting on

April 19. A third meeting is scheduled for May 19. a) Department of National Defence gates.
b) Runof-theriver proposals, aka IPPs.
Currently there is one representative each from: c¢) Trans Canada Trail & motorized use.
Fraser Valley Mountain Bike Association If any members of FMCBC have thoughts or suggestions
Backcountry Horsemen of BC I'd be happy to hear them.
Chilliwack Snowmobile Club/BC Snowmobile Federation
Dual-Sport BC Jack Bryceland
Right Nuts ATV Club/Quad Riders Assn. of BC jackb@imag.net
Trans Canada Trail 604-858-6601
Canoe Kayak BC 2011/05/08

Chilliwack Outdoor Club/Federation of Mountain Clubs

Recreation and Conservation

The Spearhead hut system proposal Nowhere does the existing plan recommend any develop-

. . ments in the Spearheads. The zoning of the Spearheads
and the Garibaldi Park Management area as Natural Environment does not exclude hut con-

Plan struction, but the plan doesn't recommend it. It merely

By Michael Feller(BC Mountaineering Club) states that the area will be studied, and a hut system may
be constructed if the studies demonstrate that a hut system

The proposal to build a system of huts in the Spearheadis "the best option for development”.

Range within Garibaldi Park has emerged from its early

days of secrecy and is currently being debated by a varietyA humber of questions about the proposal have been raised

of people and groups. Probably the most significant aspectin FMCBC Recreation and Conservation committee meet-

of the proposal is that it is to occur within a provincial ings. These questions include the following:

parki Garibaldi Parki which has a management plan in

place which gives direction to use of the Spearhead Range.1) What are the locations of winter and summer routes and

This management plan states: huts?
2) How many huts will be constructed?

1. "There are no facilities provided in the Spearhead 3) What will be the type and size of huts?

Range" (p. 27) 4) What will be the hut amenities and how will they be
serviced?

2. Concerning a proposed hut system and Spearhead loofp) What will the user fees be?

trail, the plan talks about the tradeoffs between increased6) How will the hut accommodations be managed?

use and loss of wilderness values then states "The Spear?) What will be the policy towards motorized access?

head route will be studied in detail to determine the best

option for development" (Public comment summary/

analysis p. 10)
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Although it has been suggested that BC Parks is fully behind the project, public comments by BC Parks do not suppor
suggestion. According to the BC Parks planning officer for the region, Vicki Haberl:

ABC Parks has received the proposal f r o m It ivduled beSngoerect th e a
say BC Parks supports the project as that has not yet been detergnined.t he 1990 Master Pl an
tion of huts in the Spearhead, and directs that the concept would need to be explored\Wethee. currently scoping out
what kind of review process is required, and how to facilitate public comriénst. Nations consultation would also be an
important requirementBC Parks has met with the proponent to better understand the proposhlve are considering
what studies may be required (wildlife surveys, impact assessments, etc.) It is early stages so there is nothing ¢o prov
you at this time. A timeframe has not yet been deternm

This was further elaborated in a subsequent email by Vicki [23 February, 2011]
AHere are some points that reflect BC Parksodé position

] The Spearhead hut system is contemplated in the 1990 Master Plan but does not provide direction on whether or
should be approvedt calls for it to be studied in detail. (Garibaldi Master Plan (P -2¥jnter Recreation Actions
- Study in detail the high route trail in the Spearhead Range linking the Blackcomb ski area and the Whistler ski a
as a possible ski tour route supported by a hut systimluded in the study will be an assessment of impact on
mountain goats. )

] Given that the Spearhead Hut Committee has come forward with this proposal, BC Parks will review and adjudic
ittt There have been fAdiscussionso with interested par
or credible as this proposaBC Parks views this proposal as an opportunity to follow the direction of the Master Plat
and to study the opportunity in detail.

1 There will be a public consultation procegdiere will be a First Nations consultation procedge are still determin-
ing how to conduct the consultation processes.

1 There will be a detailed assessment of potential i
pacts. This assessment will go far beyond the reco
mendations of the Master Plan, and will consider mu
more than impacts to mountain goatSur preliminary
list contains many similar questions as those you hg
raised [FMCBC Rec and Con questions above],
more.| suspect the issue

reation opportunitieso i ss L
bated in the public consultation process.
] BC Parks will work with the Hut Committee to guid¢
them in terms of the assessments that they will be
quired to complete, and to determine what aspects
Parks will be responsible for.
1 The i ssue of Garibal di di n

Aopportuni t imetsrizetl wimter backcoan-
try recreation in the Squamighe mber t on
precisely the reason BC Parks wishes to review this
system proposal, and to confirm the letegm direction
regarding the Whistler Heli Ski tenure for the Spearhe
Rangey

Jayson Faulkner

On the Spearhead Traverse looking across at the upper
Fitzsimmons.
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Southwest BC Recreation and Conservation Committee Report

Evelyn Feller (BC Mountaineering Club)
(NEW ARTICLE)

The committee has had a very active year with regular monthly meetings in which guests were often invited to provide
formation on specific issues which was in addition to our usual letter writing to appropriate individuals or organizaions. -
main topics attended to have been mostly ongoing over several years and are outlined below.

BC Parks.

BC Parks is receiving good publicity because of its 2011 Centennial and the politictilvated elimination of parking
fees, but bad publicity because of deterioration of trails and other infrastructure. In addition there are increasgampublic
plaints over the cutbacks in ranger and interpretive services which used to be provided. This is not surprising when
|l ooks at declining parks funding, as well as the HAmus
further aggravated by the elimination or retirement of staff. It is becoming increasingly difficult to locate anyone wo kno
anything about parks, and the way government works.

Garibaldi Park

1. The R&C committee has continued to keeptaipdate with the work of the Friends of Garibaldi Park. Given the
declining government funding for parks, necessary park services and trail maintenance may have to be ac
plished through funding and volunteer work by such groups as Friend of Garibaldi Park.

2. Spearhead Huts Traverse. We reviewed the proposals for the development of a hut to hut traverse in the Spee
range and developed a list of issues that needed to be addressed before the committee would recommend FN
support for this proposal.

3. Singing Pass Access and Bridge. Members have complained about the loss of access to Singing Pass due tc
slides and bridge removal across Fitzsimmons Creek. We are still awaiting BC Parks update of critical informat
before we can seek funding to support bridge and access improvements.

4. Whistler Heliskiing Tenure. We have continued to communicate with parks and tenure agencies to caskiel heli
tenures in the park.

5. Many of the above issues are related to the updating of the Garibaldi Master Plan. Because there are so many
emerging in the Whistler area, including more ski run expansion into the park, parks staff have indicated that t
will be a plan that focuses on the Whistler area. R&C committee members will be actively involved in this proces

Seato-Sky LRMP Unresolved Area

Russ Kreye of ILMB attended the September meeting to discuss motorized amsbtooized land zoning issues relating to
areas in the S2S LRMP which had not been resolved at the end of the planning process. The motorized use include;
commercial and public motorized recreationists, mostly snowmobiles. There are several areas which are important fol
trips which include Tricouni, Brohm Ridge, Rainbow Watershed, Brandywine, etc and aboriginal groups are intereste
being involved in the planning of most of these areas.

We all agreed that parking is a problem for both motorized andnuborised recreationists, and restricting parking for the
large snowmobile trailer rigs could help the srontorised users. Signage would be a start, and then enforcement, but the
was not much hope for the latter. Recently the Squamish First Nation rejected any motorized activity in the Seagram L
area and the result has been potential snowmobile use of the important Roe Creek access to Brew Hut and snowmotk
cursion into other ndmotorized areas.

Strategies to protect loss of access andmotorized access continue.
Callaghan Backcountry and the Olympic Legacy Society (OLS)

Since Whistler Olympic Park (WOP) transferred management of its general area to OLS there have been access pro
relating to hours of permitted parking, trail fees etc and it has been frustrating trying to deal with the managinggmup. T
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have been several meetings and email exchanges, but nothing has been resolved to our satisfaction. Committee me
conducted a survey that demonstrated a fee reduction would be beneficial both to the users and operators but our recol
dations were rejected.

Runof-Ri ver Projects (1 PPb6s)

Creek Power, owned by Innergex and Ledcor power Corp have applied for 3 IPP Projects in the Upper Lillooet Valley al
72 km long transmission line, and three persons involved with this came to our October meeting to answer questions
receive input. The project is currently undergoing environmental assessment processes with the Federal and Provincia
ernments, and local government and aboriginal groups are being consulted. There are two cabins (one owned by B(
that are close to two of the proposed IPP creeks, and there is concern about the road access to build the intakelstructt
penstock as this could facilitate accessforoff ad vehi cl es( ORVés) who presently
al so concern that access roads for the transmission |
they are considering all these concerns and will keep us informed. There is another IPP in the Upper Lillooet Valley wi
has been a source of environmental and recreational problems in the past. Information from recreationists with exper
traveling in other areas with IPPs has indicated that access is often very restricted. There is also increasing concern
the impact of the Lillooet IPPs on significant natural features such as Keyhole Falls. The R&C committee will keep follc
ing this process.

21 Mile Creek Signage

A number of FMCBC members worked hard to erect signage at key access points to 21 Mile Creek to inform the motor
communities where the nanotorized zone in the area is. As part of this process we have continued to record snowmotk
access violations.

The R&C committee has also continued to monitor and keep current on issues such as LRMP changes that have nc
lowed due process, heldki problems in Phelix Creek area and a variety of planning activities in the Whistler area.

A number of committee members are to be commended for their dogged persistence in representing the interests of th
motorized community and getting information from government and other organizaftions.

CLOUDBURST

Cover Photo Contest

If you have a photo that you think would make
a great cover please email it to us at
admin.manager@ mountainclubs.org

Congratulations and thank you to
Andrew Pape -Salmon
whose great photo made the cover of our
Spring/Summer 2011 Issue.

Please submit photos for our next issue
by October 15, 2011.

Peter Oostlander

Carl Jorgenson hiking to Limestone Lake from
KMC supper campsite in 2009 .
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Southwest BC Trails Update
Alex Wallace
South West BC Trails Committee Cechair

Currently our understanding is that in Provincial Parks all volunteers are still banned from doing trail work [unlesissaoang

site during trail workt her e is one (1) for the Lower Mainlandds téi gh
liability raised by Risk Management Branch / Ministry of Finance has been resoled the $600,000 reduction in BC Parks
budget this year, meaning that they stild]l have | esddaf un

calculation using the 1991 BC Parks operating budget of $32 Million as a start point and adding inflation each yearthend the
increasing number of parks the extrapolated figure | got for 2011 is $160 million annually: which explains why thetiteis so li
maintenance of trails and a huge backlog of repairs. We were told recently that Garibaldi needs $4.1 million to bilagithe tra
to a fit state, and given that Cypress needs at least the same, with Seymour possibly needing $3 million for erodedtheils an
work, that would be $11.2 million needed for three parks, out of 989 Parks and protected areas. When Minister Murray ha
meters installed she cited the example of Washington State, but neglected to mention that they spent roughly $110WMlillion &
ally for 110 State parks, (and their meters were voted out by referendum within 2 years) whereas BC Parks was, ianithés still,
situation of having roughly $30 Million to maintain nearly 1,000 pagke d much of t hat goes to t}

At least one individual has written to government suggesting that Cypress, Seymour, Alice Lake and other parks shoettl be h:
over to Metro Vancouver or other regional parks systems as BC Parks has virtually no funding. | personally think that this is
the way to go, especially for the mountain parks, but | confess that | have wondered whether Peace Arch should bebyaintain
the Federal Government (as it mostly consists of lawns, flowerbeds, buildings and picnic areas, and these are a signiicant d
BC Parksd finances and ti me, particularly when someone
know that it 6s hi/Muwew.igav.bcicalcpaRséekplore/pa?kpgs/peace arch/

One of the difficulties in addressing the volunteer liability issue is that over the last year we have been given feregitadtoi

ries as to why it is now suddenly an issue, and BC Parks can no longer retain liability and cover these volunteers.dBamh Woo
| recently accompanied Jeremy McCall of ORC to a meeting on Victoria with the new Acting Director of BC Parks, Tessa C
ham (former aide to Gordon Campbell) seeking resolution or at least clarification on this é&swe, have never receivedrfal

written notice that Iliability is now on clubsdé shaheli-der
ability issue had indeed been raised by Ministry of Finance, but it was not clear as to how it could be resolved, @ronlden it
be worked on by her or her staff. We suggested that our A&dpt a i | program could be the t

volunteersd6 whereby rangers could train and approve ;;tra
and the province would still retain responsibility for liability issues within provincial parks as they have done fest ttheyla
years or more. The alternative appears to follow

the TSA model (on Crown land) where clu
will be asked to take responsibility for a trail vi
a signed agreement, which also provides g
eral liability insurance from the Governmei
(i.e. they will pay the premium for $1 million o
coverage) however this proposal was not w
received in the case of trails on Crown lar
despite Jack Bryceland spending 7 or 8 ye
reworking the agreement forms. Again, give
that it has originated in Ministry of Finance
Risk Management branch, this move could
perceived as Government cdstutting meas-
ure, i.e. by downloading the risks and leg
costs on to volunteers, and so on to clubs {
their directors, des
consistency througho
still have consistency and training of voluntee
without downloading liability on to them ang
their clubs. I mu st
at this stage, as the Crown Land TSA deb

took up years of time in meetings and the iss# p—— : " Shio of BC. barks chocking th ont safet

. rea Supervisor Larry Syroishko o parks checking the ancient safety rope
was r_]Ot resolved desplte the Iengthy and “Thomas Peak during a survey hike on the Howe Sound Crest trail section
haustiveprocessy’ north of The Lions in Sept 2010.

Alex Wallace

o e
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The Vedder Mountain Trails

Association
Gary Baker (Chilliwack Outdoor Club)

Vedder Mountain lies south of Chilliwack and flanks the very popular Cultus Lake Provincial Park. For decades it hasl been |
by hikers and horsemen, and more recently they have been joined by mountain bikers, ATVers and off road motorcyclists.
proximately 170km of old skid roads and recreational trails crisscross the mountain. The mountain is also one of tlienpremier
ber harvest areas within the Chilliwack Forest District.

The Vedder Mountain Trails Association (VMTA), a registered-pafit society, was formed in 2004 of a need to address both
perceived (by local authorities and politicians) and real usage conflicts that were occurring as a result of the rapify incr
numbers of recreational users. There was also growing concern that public access to this trails network could bene8iected a
logging interests would trump all other users' interests, as active logging was about to resume on the mountain, tsulting |
likely destruction of many very popular trails. Recreational users needed a voice and needed to be heard.

The founding partners of the VMTAFraser Valley Mountain Bikers Association, Back Country Horsemen of BC, Vedder Run-
ning Club, Cascade Ofbad Motorcycle Club and Chilliwack Outdoor Club and the newest partner, the Lower Mainland AT\
Club, which joined the VMTA in 20160believe that collaboration and cooperation is the way to manage, protect, and develop tl
recreational potential and opportunities that exist on the mountain.

Together we have been able to negotiate agreements with logging companies to preserve or minimize the impact on trail
have secured ongoing governmental support and funding for trail maintenance, signage, and road repairs. We have sponsc
annual-UfpCDawa and have GPS mapped all of the trails on

We love to share our trails and we want them to be around for future generations to enjoy aSxpkoour trails at our web-
site http://www.vmta.ca/ Better still, visit Vedder Mt., enjoy the sights and see how motorized anthotmnized users of the
wilderness can collaborate so all can better enjoy their outdoor expeyfence.

Club Ramblings

Mount Edziza i August 2010 :/ ? Tﬂma: mo s t "
Nowell Senior (Caledonia Ramblers) ery or lliness jolts m

imagination to pick me ug
and run off with me. O
course, it must have be-—=
leeches silently sucking awi
as | splashed through tl
PR
swamp. But everyone el
looked strong and hearty. Pr :
haps | was more suscepti Courtesy Tansi Kaight
to the immigrant Anopheles
mosquitoes that were being blown in on the southerlies from
the Caribbean, and | was in the first stage of an attack of ma-
laria or dengue fever.

Whatever | had it gave me nausea, pain and no desire for
food; hardly encouraging when carrying a full pack 3000 feet
up to the Mount Edziza Plateau.

Nowell Senior

The first day of our 10 day hike to Mount Edziza began at
Mowdade Lake (say Mdaddy)- with the choice of one of
two trails. One of these trails was on dry land and fairly visi-
ble; the other was apparently under a swamp that stretched
about 2 km up Chakima Creek. We chose the invisible trail,
and after 3 hours reached the dry land trail.

Fortunately heavy rain forced us to hunker down for two days
near the head of Chakima Creek, which allowed me to rest up
in my tent. Even more fortunate was the entertaining and
enlightening chatter between Charlene and Darryl from their
tents. Listening to their marathon conversations covering a
vast range of topics filled my mind and kept the hounds of
pgirrm] aé ba)g

At this point, I felt weak ickly and didnot know
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We met, as arranged, with a second group on the plateau and nearer to Mount Edziza, but | was getting weaker each day. (
was realized that | was sick, my fellow hikers pounced on me and distributed every thing in my pack amongst them. & cours
bul k of the weight was in the food I hadndét been aedothee t
next five days. This was OK with me of course; it was parting with my beer that was a wrench because | was still ebjgying it,
our camp doctor had forbidden it. This is the stuff of those old country songs about crying in your beer as the losgupesrs dis
over the horizon. In my case, | was crying in my empty backpack as my beer disappeared over the horizon.

Thanks to the doctor and nurses in our group, | did begin to feel better, and although my appetite never fully rethgeeti{d di
feel pecki sh. I didndédt know who had my food, but it ahel
random made the meal a surprise and more enjoyable.

|l 6ve told you nothing about Mount Edziza, but | canytot el
appreciate the unique beauty of the volcanic landscape, Mount Edziza, with torrents of water streaming from her ¢gkacial me
and a rich variety of wildlife, including grizzly bear, wolf, caribou, and goats.

There was an added feature to this landscape, and that was the human
which helped me to complete this trip to such a marvellous pldw@nks to
you all for this.

Yes, and please remember that if you find yourself on the way to
Edziza by way of Chakima Creek, and leaving Mowdade Lakke the trail
to the right thatoés on dry | and.

Adieu, with a handshake in thougtft.

Nowell Senior

Skoki Lodge
Ron Dart (BC Mountaineering Club)

In 1996, Skoki was named a National Historic Site by the federal Department of Canadian Heritage because of its asgociatior
early tourism in the Rockies and its link with the growth of skiing in the park.
~ Kathryn Manry,Skoki: Beyond the Pass@901) p.94.

A few of us, under a full moon in December 1975, did a five day ski trip from Sunshine Village to the well tended wooden ca
by Lake Magog at the base of Mount Assiniboine. It took us two days to get to our destination, and we spent one fiifignight sk
under the light of the moon and star thick sky. It was a few days well worth the memory. Sunshine Village and Lake leouise t
been two of the most important launch places for skiing, hiking and mountaineering in the Canadian Rockies, but Skoki Lc
(closer to Lake Louise) holds a unique place in backcountry history in the Rockies.

Skoki was the first commercial backcountry lodge in the Rockies, and by 1930 the vision was very much alive. The tatis inclu
kudos of praise, avalanche deaths, poems written, artists inspired and treks taken to Skoki make for history at edlluring
Skoki: Beyond the Passes: The St ory recbuntdbeshistery well oflderaaSkakio s
from 1930 to the present.

| have done many a trek in the Lake Louise area, but in April 2011, my wife joined me for a week of mountain research a
Whyte Museum of the Canadian Rockies and time on the slopes. The back country ski trip from Temple Chalet (a fine woode
with restaurant on the backside of the Lake Louise ski area) to Skoki Lodge makes for a delightful return day trip. $kia 11km
to board or ski from Temple to Halfway Hut (which has seen better days) over both Boulder and Deception Pass brings the
to Skoki Lodge. Many do a trip into the lodge, bunk and bed down for the night (after being well fed), do some backingntry sk
on the smaller slopes for a couple of days, then return to the Lodge and ski out. We were fortunate that the weathdgods s
us the week we were in the area, and the temples of time did not disappoint us. The fact that we were on the slopgin early
meant the bears were out of hibernation, and we spotted, nearby, a grizzly pawing the snow for something to feed a rav
stomach. The summer trip into Skoki, though, is also a keeper and trek worth doing, but winter and spring in Skokvrhas its
sort of charm and magic.

Those who are interested in doing the Skoki trip (if for no other reason than its historic significance) shdsikkeddkyond
the Passes: The Story of West ebefore takmqtiaedrg.dVany Bfithe lsest talBsatadkaboatu
Skoki Lodge are packed into this compact missive.
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Qua Peak
Kenneth Roy
(Kootenay Mountaineering Club)

January 2, 2011

As | sat staring at the Christmas tree over 1
holidays stuffing my face with my favorite pee
nut butter fudge sent to me by my family bau
home, | remembered about the Qua peak tri
had coul dnodt make | act
With sunny skies, moderate avi conditions, ¢
temperatures and with a high-@iC predicted for
the following Sunday | thought it would be
great time to get out and tackle Qua peak.

A quick inquiry email to Sandra and Doug a

Kenneth Roy

|l ow and behol d, t he
We managed to round up seven people for tne _ _ _

. . . Sandra MacGuinness in the sunshine.
trip but at the last minute one called in

sick, and the other was tending to a sick dogl@me. Sandra, Jenn and | met at the hitching post at 7:00AM for a very
brisk start to the mor R0 dndwel and Barah ere the othreretwowhosshowdd ais aefewt
minutes behind in the upper Whitewater parking lot. To avoid getting too cold, we decided that it would be easiest to
group near the top of blasters ridge. It was up there that we could start to soak in some of the morning sun.

Regrouped and ready to roll with the sun already over the peaks, we set off east along blasters ridge in the direction o
goal. After about twentfive minutes the five of us stopped on the ridge just opposite prospectors bowl to rip off the skin
and ski our first descent to Qua creek. It was about a 1700ft descent through a nicely gladed tree run on a south facing

With Qua creek within reaching distance, the skins were reapplied and for the next 1 hour and a bit Sandra, Jenn anc
drew |l ed the charge. To avoid a steeper ascent into
path. Out of the sun in the valley below, it felt like a chillC.

We stopped briefly for a bite to eat just before ascending the slide path and at about 1900m we veered south to ente
Qua peak basin. We managed to reach the sunsd rays as
ing warmed up and still a bit hungry we stopped again at around 2200m before making the final approach to the col.
plan was to reach the peak by noon and get home around 3PM.

Jenn ventured ahead setting the final uptrack as the rest of us followed behind. Sarah decided to stay back at this poir
watched from below. We removed the skis for the few remaining hundred feet to the col and ultimately to Qua peak. L
of facetted snow and a higher than nor mal snowpack at
six-foot something stature was not far behind and came in handy as he punched his way up and over the cornice.

Andrew took the lead until the summit which was reached at about 12:40PM. Just shy of our goal of high noon. A coupls
videos and pictures were snapped at the summit and off we went back down. We skied an awesome short run dov
2200m where we regrouped with Sarah before our return back home.

The sun felt great as we made our way back out of Qua creek. Instead of retracing our steps back to Blasters Ridge, w
cided to head up to West Ymir col for a final ski down into Ymir bowl. We travelled west on the south facing slopes at
elevation of about 1800m until turning up towards the col. What a great way to start the new year! Great day, Great sk
T hopefully not the last!

Participants were: Sandra MacGuinness, Jennifer Kyler, Andrew and Sarah Murray , Kennétip Rativator.y’
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Hike BC Spring News
Pat Harrison (Hike BC)

Hello everyone,

It has been an exciting time for Hike BC since last summer. Hike BC has been able to become established in the L
Mainland and the Sunshine Coast with the help of various groups.

Many thanks to the following for their efforts in establishing and improving the National Hiking Trail this past year:
- The City Council of Surrey

The Surrey Parks and Recreation Department

The Surrey Heritage Commission

The Surrey Sunnyside Acres Heritage Committee

Many staff members of the City of Surrey

The City Council of White Rock

Many staff members of the City of White Rock

The Metro Vancouver Board

Many staff of Metro Vancouver Parks and Recreation Department

The City of Delta

The City Council of Courtenay

The planners of Courtenay

The Powell River Wilderness Society (Eagle Walz)

The Friends of Barkerville (Robin Grady)

The Friends of the Telegraph Trail (Dwight Dodge)

The Caledonia Ramblers (Dave King)

The Fraser Headwater Alliance (Roy Howard)

The National Hi king Trail has now been signed from th
wassen Ferry. The western terminus is now marked at the Peace Arch Visitor Centre by a large 30 cm X 45 cm sign.

The Powell River Wilderness Society is in the process of marking the entire length of the Sunshine Coast Trail as part ¢
National Hiking Trail. They are also in the process of establishing huts along this trail.

BC Parks has given the go ahead to sign the Howe Sound Crest Trail and Black Mountain Trails as part of the National
ing Trail.

Hike BC has more meetings scheduled for Courtenay and Sechelt. We hope to extend the National Hiking Trail consi
bly by the end of the summer.

Hike BC will be holding its AGM in Quesnel on the"df June, following a meeting with the City Council on th&' b#
June. We want to formalize the passage of the trail through Quesnel.

In subsequent months, we hope to meet with the association that is building the Sea to Sky Trail from Squamis
Pemberton. They have given preliminary approval to sign this trail.

If you live in southwest BC in the Lower Mainland and you want to buy outdoor gear, there is a great little store on K
George Blvd and 24Avenue. Mount ai n M™aldass white HelpssHikéd BCkvehile Belping your
pocket book. For $15 till the end of 2011, one can gHd% off purchases at Mountain Magic. If you have a big ticket
item like a tent, one can earn back their entire purchase dir#lilePassin that one purchase. You can check Mountain
Magic out at: www.mountainmagicgear.coor call 604 535 5182.

Hike BC now has a website up and runningraiv.nationaltrailofbc.ca This website is fairly basic, but we hope to im-
prove upon it in the coming year.

Hike BC hopes that everyone has had a great winter and will have a great symmer.
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Vancouver Island regional report
Bill Perry (Island Mountain Ramblers)

The following is a summary of and excerpts from the minu
of the Island Delegates Meeting on April 16, 2011, attendec
representatives of Vancouver Island hiking clubs

BC Parks Centennial

It was decided that the following centennial projects would
be initiated:

A wish list for new parks in BC

Eric Burkle v

Members are encouraged to make proposals, which would be considered and prioritized at the fall meeting. Some ide
consider:

1. A AVl Spine Park, o along the | ines of the dmawdet al
swath easement or rigbf way.

2. The Victoria/Warden Massif
3. An area about 50+ hectares just NE of EIk Mountain at about 1250m elevation

4. The Capes/ldiens Lake area that TimberWest had for sale and many thought should be purchased by BC Pc
couple of years ago. The property is still for sale.

5. The expansion of Juan de Fuca Park to include the lands under threat of resort development,
An advisory committee for BC Parks

This could include FMCBC, other interested organizations, First Nations, tourism bodies, etc. This sort of group has t
lacking and could assist BC Parks in its planning and deemsaking.

Reinstatement of a BC Parks volunteers program

FMCBC could propose to spearhead this effort. We would need to work with BC Parks to discuss the insurance cove
and guidelines.

FoSPb6s centenni al project is completing the Bedwell t

Access Issues

I't was reported that I sland Timberlands (1 T) doesnbot
on RDN (Regional District of Nanaimo) maps. Negotiations are underway between IT and RDN to try to resolve this,
road information is essential for the public to access Mt. Arrowsmith Park. It was decided that no FMCBC action is
quired at this stage, pending the outcome of these discussions.

There are access problems with the Comox Lake road. TimberWest now requires groups obtain a permit, which req
groups to pay $500, carry $3M general liability insurance, $1.5M fire insurance, $3M vehicle insurance, and carry a spil
and a fire extinguisher. CDMC applied on February 1, and TW (or rather Couverdon, their real estate arm) are just loo
at it now. Hunters do not require an access permit during hunting season, and this unequal treatment of user groups ¢
be raised at the next FMCBC meeting. FMCBC will be informed when we hear back from TW.
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Roofed Accommodation in Wilderness Locations

In 2010 a private group proposed building a cabin near Louise Goetting Lake, just southeast of Sutton Pass (betwee
Tofino Highway and Alberni Inlet.). The application was not approved by the Integrated Land Management Bureau. He
ever, it has been suggested that local hiking groups belonging to FMCBC develop a strategy for responding to future e
cations of this type. A first step would be to assi st
apply to areas outside parks. It was also noted that there are already a number of cabins in parks and in publicyand pri
owned managed forest areas on Vancouver Island.

Assuming that Island clubs agree that huts or cabins are appropriate in certain places, which, if any, wilderness loca
would be suitable in the area southwest of Sutton Pass? It has been suggested that the Island delegates take a proac
proach by forming a committee to recommend if and where roofed accommodation should exist in this area. Further dic
sion and action on this issue will take place at the next meeting.

FMCBC Funding for Projects

The Federation now has funds available for worthy projects. It was mentioned that VISTA would be applying for fundi
for trail establishment. One of the benefits of VISTA route delineation could be improved access to some areas that are
rently difficult to get to, such as the Beauforts, Victoria/Warden, and the area south of Lake Cowichan.

Roundtable: Updates from Member Clubs

AVOC: is working together with other groups on the Inlet Trail. Phase 1 is done, and the groups are partnering with IT
this regional trail. They expect to open it in the spring. Much of Phase 2 is done, but funds are needed for a crossing
China Creek.

The Log Train Trail (part of the proposed Spine route) is also in disrepair, and the groups are trying to get the AC
(Alberni Clayoquot Regional District) to upgrade the lease and supply the required funds to improve safety.

ACC: is involved in advocacy efforts for the Juan de Fuca Trail mentioned above. They had a very successful sumr
camp season last yeathree week ong camps at the Al aval/ Bate sanctuary
one weedonghutb ased camp i n Lake OO0 Ha-doag tepthasea camps infthe ICdajt Ramgedall t
full).

CDMC: is waiting for a response from TimberWest regarding the Comox Lake Road (primary access route to the Cor
Glacier).

VISTA: Thanks to the FMCBC for support.

FOSP: Bedwell is the focus. Approval for the Clayoquot Wilderness Resort (CWR) horse trail permit is still not fina
FOSP will continue constructing a trail for hikers, more scenic than the valley bottom route. There will likely be two wo
groups, one working up from the Sound, the other down from the lake. There may also be another day project like (
Creek trail last year. It was noted that work in parks requires planning and approval, which has not yet been given tc
proposal.

VITIS: are working on updating their bylaws and constitution, and are clearing up archival material. They are always in
ested in corrections and updates to their trails information. They are also interested in GPS coordinates for traihyeads.
have established one $500 scholarship and three $500 bursaries for the four institutions of the Island, with the agn of g
young people interested in the outdoors.

IMR: have enjoyed a very active snowshoe hiking season in record snow accumulations. The trip photos and reports h
been emailed to members. In February, the Ramblers assisted in organizing a slide and film presentation on the Strathc
centennial expedition, which retraced the steps of the 1910 expedition that recommended turning the area ilitevaspark.

l ed and organized by Phil Stone. Al so, the clubdés tr
eventy
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New Bursaries and

2 Scholarship Now Available for 2011
Eric Burkle (Vancouver Island Trails Information Society)

For the first time ever, Vancouver Island Trails Information Society (VITIS) bursaries and a scholarship are nc
availablefor students commencing or continuing studiesutdoor recreation, environmental studies and conser-
vation programsat the following Vancouver Island pestcondary institutions:

- University of Victoria (scholarship of $500)

- Camosun College (bursary of $500)

- Vancouver Island University (bursary of $500)
- North Island College (bursary of $500)

Successful applicants will also receive a copy of their choice of one éfiking Trails 1, 2 or 3books. Applicantsare asked
to contact the financial aid offices or websitéghe respective institutionslhe selection will be made by each institution

The new bursaries and scholarship were created tobgicle to the community that has supported our books for the past forty
years, and to increase the interest, particularly anyooggerpeople, in the outdoors and hikingDuring the past year, VI-
TIS has also made donations to Swan Lake Nature Sanctuary in Ventoria the Federation of Mountain Clubs of BC.

BC Mountaineering Club Report
Brian Wood (BC Mountaineering Club)

The debate about FMCBC membership fees has not yet been settled, and perhaps after some more debates we will be able
upon a fee structure that will keep most members satisfied and not cause the FMCBC to slip back into the red as itedid a few
ago. Now that the FMCBC has no Gaming Grant funding, one of the costs of running the FMCBC is printing and mailing Clo
burst, and this raises the option of paper communication versus electronic communication, which is also still being debated.

Probably like many of our member clubs, the BCMC is also discussing the option of paper versus electronic communication,
to help the Executive come to a decision on this tricky aspect, in the last year the BCMC requested opinions from it®imembe

many topics, but particularly including the options sof
with minimal effort, we usedawdbased computer program called ASur velpe Mo
collection of membersd opinions, automatic col |l at broats. o f

Some of the results were not surprising, but what | found surprising was the wish to save paper, and to a lesser esmnt, save
which of course is reflected in our membership fees. Personally, | have always thought that club membership fees were &
small part of the costs of outdoor recreation when you factor in gear, clothing, car, and

travel and meal costs, but a few extra dollars on membership fees seem to ge
folks very excited. So, assuming that the BCMC members are generally typical of et
outdoor club members, reviewing some aspect of the survey might be instructig
other clubs.

So, briefly, 57 % of our member s w
(really 10 issues per year), and 38% (strong) and 14% (somewhat) would like
count for receiving it electronically, and about 27% want no change, i.e. no_
count. There are many reasons some members of the club like to receive pap(
ies, e.g. convenience, escape from computers, etc whereas one of the reason
includes lack of computer access, but we would expect that factor to diminish i’
future as more of us embrace (reluctantly?) the internet. The newsletter is abc
pages, containing a schedule of upcoming trips, any special event details or; =
articles, and brief trip reports of past trips. Coincidentally, in the last year or sC
BCMC has started issuing an-electronic shorter faews, usually for matters thar
are time sensitive or particularly topical, but without trip reports. All this commt
cation is in addition to our busy website which is maintained by our skilled | :
dedicated webmaster, and is always the best place to go for a current trip sc a4

There have been discussions relating to possible duplication or redundancy betyugfemood on Volcan Cayambe in
Ecuador .

-

John Emes

h
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the newsletter and the-iews, and so | would expect to see some changes in the future. The BCMC membership fee ct
mittee is presently investigating options in view of the strong showing of the membership for a discount for receiving e
tronic communication.

I have reported this information to Cloudburst because the FMCBC is looking at similar but not identical matters relating
communication. Many of our members have given positive ratings to the monthly FM@RB@< and this, of course, is
much less costly and more frequent and topical than ourasemn u a | Cl oudbur st Newsl ette
nancial position, at present the FMCBC does not give a discount for opting to receive Cloudburst electronically instea
receiving a mailed printed copy. | suspect these communication options and their financial implications will be discusse
the forthcoming AGM.

If anyone is interested in reviewing the BCMC membership survey and its results, please let mgé know.

ACC1 Vancouver Island Section Club Report
Cedric Zala (Chair, ACEVI)

(NEW ARTICLE)
The ACC VI section continues to be very active on @asnum
while.

Our education program has proven very popular. Many of our courses continue to be free and instructed by club members, a
build a subsidy of about 50% into the cost of other courses like Avalanche Safety Training and Wilderness First Aighnn addit
we provide a subsidy of 50% for courses taken with guiding companies. All this is aiere@bataging members to get out there
safely, and also to gain the skills to lead more trips.

We now maintain our schedule dynamically on our website, which allows us to deal easily with adding or rescheduling trip.
has changed the planning dynamic a bit, though, as we used to try to get arfidhslixprinted schedule of trips. Howeverttwi

a flexible schedule, you canét really print it oubfdia-nd
content, people have generally made the adjustment to Hireediormat very well.

And although the schedule is reasonably full, we could always use more trips and leaders, particularly from the younger
bracket. We are not alone hérdinding enough experienced leadé&san ongoing challenge facing most outdoors groups. We
feel that part of the reluctance of members to lead stems from their lack of confidence in their own leadership dkidlsedor t
son, we are aiming to increase our leadership training initiatives in the coming year, and are looking into the UlAApleader:
certification scheme as a means of expanding our leader base.

We continue our monthly electronic newsletter, igland Bushwhackeland our flagshifsushwhacker Annualontinues to be a
publicationwe are very proud of, with about 80 pages of articles expected in the 2010 issue.

The club was also featured in the January 2011 iss@ermibr Living with profiles of three of our members and descriptions of
some of our exploits and programs.

A real high point in 2010 was the trip, funded by our youth grant program, by four UVic students to the remote BrooKsa Penin
with the objective of climbing Mt. Doom. They have written a very thorough and engaging article on their adventures,liwhich \
appear in the 2010 Bushwhacker Annual.

Another high point was our summer camp in the Alava/Bate Sanctuary, between Gold River and Tahsis. Up to recently we
had hutbased summer camps on the mainland, but decided to break with tradition and organikasetecamp on the Island. It
was amazingly popular, and the original two wdmkg camps had to be supplemented to include a third one in order to meet th
demand to experience and climb in this fabulous, pristine area. Spirits were undampened by having to camp on two metr
snow, and except for the very last day, the weather cooperated to make it a superb experience.

For the coming summer we have two different types of su
Hut, and three oneeektetb ased camps i n the Coast Rangebds Athelney P
Vancouver section. Response has been excellent, and all four camps are now full.
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Finally, our section has maintained its involvement in community and environmental issues in response to the threat of a
cabin resort development adjoining one third of the length of Juan de Fuca Trail. Through our membership in Protect Our P
an alliance of outdoors and conservation groups in the CRD, we are attempting to prevent the rezoning that would kdequire
to lobby the Provincial Government to acquire the lands and add them to Juan de Fuca Provinyial Park.

Northern BC Regional Report

Dave King (Caledonia Ramblers)
(NEW ARTICLE)

Over the past year there has been a number of local issues the clubs (Caledonia Ramblers and PG Section of the ACC) &
Prince George Backcountry Recreation Society have been involved in, including:

Last summer Canfor deactivated a road that gave access to one of two main trails into George Evanoff Prov. Park.theThey d
deactivation with contacting BC Parks, MNRO (Sites and Trails) or the Caledonia Ramblers (had maintained the trail for y
and built it originally). It would have cost much less to do a little maintenance on the access road than the deacTikiation
incident led to some embarrassment on the part of the company. It also coincided with an audit of Canfor operatid3® on TF
by the Forest Practices Board and in the end | had a good meeting on the subject with Al Gorley, now chair of the [EPB.
Board is aware of similar incidents and concerns elsewhere in the province but it is somewhat outside of their manddye to ac
investigate.

In the meeting with Mr. Gorley, we also had a good discussion on public input (or lack there of) into forest and landenanagen
This is also an issue of wide concern across the province.

We participated in a public avalanche awareness session in conjunction with the local snowmobile club and otherssupA/e alsc
ported 2 avalanche awareness training courses this past winter.

We continue to have a maintenance agreement with BC Parks for 3 cabins and park trails.  We have applied for mbaies fro
BC Parks 108/ear Anniversary funds to replace woodsheds at 2 of the cabins this summer. We are also supporting an apj
tion by the Ozalenka Alpine Club of McBride (use to be a FMC member) to replace 2 bridges on the trail into anothey cabin
are managing in a park.

For the past 2 years we have had an electronic booking system using Paypal for the Red Mountain cabin in the McGregor N
tains. We hope to have it in place for the coming winter for the 4 aforementioned park cabins. We had hopeddale it uj
running a year ago but there have been hitches.

The chief Forester made his determination for the Prince George TSA. We were pleased he significantly reduced the AA(
cedar leading stands in the Interior Wetbelt.  The Ancient Forest Trail that is being managed and developed by tlee Cale
Ramblers is in this forest. It is the hope of everyone that some day the core parts of the forest will be profeciéddiala

park or by World Heritage designation. Work on that continues in conjunction with Univ of Northern BC, Save the Qeglar lea
and others.

The Caledonia Ramblers has set up a charitable society to support the Ancient Forest Trail so they can accept dosat®ns an
receipts for monies donated. In five years usage of the trail has grown from nothing to about 10,000 in 2010.

The Ramblers and other local nomtorized and motorized recreation groups are members of the Tabor Mountain Recreati
Society and continue to work on a Sec 56 designation for the trails on the Tabor Mountain Recreation area (just east ¢
George). Originally, we had hoped to have an-beessed designation but that received a lot of resistance within governnitent.

is hoped that by the end of this summer an agreement will be in place for a Sec 56 designation of the almost 500 km of tral
the mountain.

The hut planned by the Alpine Club for the Berg Lake area in Mt. Robson Prov. Park is progressing slowly.  Finahagproval
yet to be given, but ACC is targeting 2013 now, as it would be the/d@0anniversary of their first club Summer Mountaineer-
ing camp that took place near Berg Lakg.
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AVOC Club Report

Robert Gunn (Alberni Valley Outdoor Club)
(NEW ARTICLE)

While membership of the Alberni Valley Outdoor Club has been largely static for a few years, the core group is enthdsiastic
able to run day trips most weekends, with the occasional longer ventures. These trips vary in areas visited and thdifflegree o
culty, but are generally in the local mountains, rivers and lakes, which offer considerable variety of country.

Of special note during the past few years has been the effort club members have put into trail building. Initially thiselas a
volunteer effort one or two days a week. Some years the small crew was augmented by visitors such as Canada World Yout
unteers. The initial work was restricted to converting a never completed railway grade along a portion of the Albertai dnlet i
walking trail. This lead to a request from BC Parks to construct a trail from one end of the enlarged Stamp Falls Rdtukerto the
along a very beautiful stretch of the Stamp River. Part way through this work a successful application was made to the s
Coastal Economic Trust (one of a series of grant schemes set up by the Campbell Government throughout rural BC), the prc
included the completion of bridges within the Park and additional work on what had become known as the Inlet Trail.

This work was championed by the Alberni Clayoquot Regional District, who both acted as the contact point with the Trust
later entered into a private land trail lease with Island Timberlands, the forest land owner of large portions of tad. |AlediT

tional assistance was received from MEC (signage), banks and others to gain the 50% matching funds required by the
While the project was not problem free, 2 crews of about 5 each were employed for much of 2010 and for a couple of mont
2011, one five days per week and one for 2 days, at a rate of $15/hr. Thanks must go to Rick and Libby Avis who worked
lessly as volunteers to smooth the way and push all parties when needed to ensure that things got done.

Concurrent with this two things happened. Gil Parker saw that the Inlet route could form part of his vision for a Vasiaodver |
Spine Trail, even thought the route is away from the actual divide; and the Tseshaht First Nation built a sectioormofHiedldr
Quarters Bay to Francis Lake.

The result of all this activity is that it is now possible to walk from Port Alberni to Francis Lake, with only one stiomnt aec
logging road walking to cross China Creek, due to be replaced with a 60 foot bridge in time. Although it must be agmitted
sections still require additional work, mostly where logging rail bridges over streams have rotted and fallen and thdiljaing i
little rough. Meanwhile Gil and the Spine Association are seeking funds to plan and construct the section of trail éisto Fran
Lake Cowichan so as to connect with the Trans Canada Hiking Trail and hence Victoria.

With convenient access points along the Bamfield Road, the trail is suitable for day trips, or the longer throughfitvedkson
prepared for a long day could walk from the City boundary to Head Quarters Bay in\ day.

Literature of Interest

David
DAV[D Ron Dart (BC Mountaineering Club)
FARLE BIRNEY
ER> |l 6ve just finished a |l ong poem about mount ai
Q‘;‘l \0 ~ Earle Birney (Spring 1941)

S Davidis, without doubt, the most important Canadian poem on mountaineering. Most of us in Cana
S know this classic poem by an annual read of it in school years. The sheer energy, drama and dy
mism, the evocative mountain images, the painful and tragic decisions that had to be made, m
David the crown jewel of Canadian mountain poetry. It is 70 years this year-g0841) sinceDavid was written and pub-
lished.David and Other Poemsas publi shed in 1942, and the collectio
same year. | was quite fortunate in the 1970s to hear BirneyD@&addi t 6 s a memory now wel |
will be a short reflection oBavid and its significance.

\
-

3
g

David is divided into 9 sections, and each section has its own inviting power and unfolds into the next with a certain 1
mentum.

Section | is rather short, but it prepares the reader
The work was demanding, not fulfilling é6ln the wail C
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to the peaks, far o6from the ruck of the campd and ot |
see overd® and they were 6Stairs from the valleys and
poignant. The hard work in the valley and camp life drained soul and body. Life on the mountains and peaks was life giv

Section Il is longer than Section I, and Mount Gleam was the goal. The trek up the rocky ridge took David and Bob (v

describes and narrates the poem) past a o6curling | ak:
prong, in the hurrying slant of the sunsetd6. Both bed
pated goal. o6The peak was wupthrust | ike a fist inma f
the summit, and on the descent, David taught Bob how

Gl eam and a fine trip behind tteaemdetnhelfirfdsHh waast e rh ed tr
SectionsHll are thick with energy, optimism and hopes for more challenging days in the future. The fact that both climb
see OEastward the alien prairie glitteredd means that
he certainly could look eastward to the flat prairies from many a mountain perch in the area.

Section Il sounds a more ominous note in the epic poem, and it alerts the reader to much that will, in time, act as a cc

tive to the earlier naive optimism of Sectioris | . The c¢climbers are caught in
their oO6blueing fingerso6 thaw, David passes the precar
school daysd6 and 6énaming of stratab. The clearing c|
hand Crooked | i ke a talon, David named it the Fingeré
tain goat 6 dnadceer,n ecaatuhg hat colni faf rocké. &éSil ken feathers
the fallen goat. The storm that initiates SecDavidn |
into a more tragic direction. The coltish enthusiasm of Section | and Mount Gleam of Section Il now links survival ir
6rainsquall é, the vision of O6the Finger6 and the thkact

reader from a naive enthusiasm about the mountains to a tempered realism. The age of innocence is past. The reality
manding mountain experience has now dawned. The reader cannot but be aware that something that has serious impli
is about to occur.

Section |V, |l i ke Section |, i s rather short, and iietdh
6The | ong ascent of the | onely valleydé took David anc
and 6great printsdé of a grizzly were on the | ower sna
rocks 6from the Cambrian wavesé. There is a restful [

not last.

Section V begins with 60On Sundance we tried from the
I

|l ake was |l ow in the valley. Mount GI eam, Rampartobés at
There was an oO6outthrusto that had to be negotiated,
emoti ons mount in Section V. David then 6Lobbed the i

guivering pick©o. The peak reached, David pulled Bob

death momentarily held at bay. But, like the goat that fell in Section Ill, Section V ends with the finding of an injuxed rob
Bob wanted to rescue, heal and tame the robin, butd Da
wi t h &rdbokiempp was a bird, for David, that was not rea
ken wing are hints that cannot be missed in this epic poem.

Section VI, |like Sections | and 1V, offer the reader
the second attempt, we ascended the Fortressd. The pe
ing day. The ani mals were very much alive as were the
6scouted usd. Sections |, | V a-ramidedlism abeunds. Bud, Sectomsdl,nlkandcV t

tell a more worrisome tale that will undermine and negate the youthful enthusiasm of the more innocent Sections.

It is in Sections VHVIII -1X that David becomes the vivid and not to be forgotten tragic epic it is, and Bob is put in a no wi
situation. ABut always we talked of the Finger on Saw
and forest in September, and both camped for the night near a glacier as the moonlight highlighted the Finger. The uf
journey brought into view O0Bighorns across the morain
The more serious and demanding part of the climb was
David found a chimney to scramble up, and for an houl
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built a cairn on o6the rotting tipo Bob | ooked noatt h
i ng. David reached out to save Bob, but i n the proces
silence and then ¢énightmare thudé told an omi nousndtal
who had been less than cautious in a desire to see Assiniboine.

Section VIII walks the reader into the heart of the d
carious scramble down o6the fifty i mpossible feetd to
found, but although his face was Oupturned and stran
dr op, Si x hundred feet sheer to the iceb. David was
was I mpaled on it. Bob felt overwhel ming guilt at tt
Bobbiel Dondét ever bl ame yourself 6. Bl ood was emer gi
skin. 6Bob, I want to go over 0. Such a request coul

David. How should Bob respond and reply to such an endgame request? Bob suggested to David that he would dash
the mountainside and get assistance. Surely search and rescue would work their wonders. But, both knew that by the
Bob reached the valley floor and organized a rescue party, David would be gone. And, even if rescued, theid what?
wheel chair Bob?&d The i mage of the broken winged bird
never fly again. What <choice should be made? David w:
cided to hasten down the mountain for assistance, b u:
that had been by the fallen goat now took on a more terrifying reality. A hawk was flying overhead. Bob came to see |
in fact, t hat David 6éHad tested his hol ds, It was, |
Bobod.

Section IX brings the tale to an end in a way that certainly would not please Walt Disney. Bob describes in graphic inte

and external det ai | the mind blur of -@aoldekesmawtoft hiahe

60t hecasnukner ed snowbridged, a éshying the caves I n the

l engthening shadowb6, past the O6blinding seracs?©6, 6t h

The groping and stumbl i ng, mind and i magination, fee
ed, and getting |l ost in the 6éragged marshoé where
reached the trail head again as night was with hin
| ed Dayidesds with thése telling and memorable lines.

OO X

B
b

®» O W

b

| said that he fell straight to the ice where they found him
And none but the sun and incurious clouds have lingered
Around the marks of that day on the ledge of the Finger,
That day, the last of my youth, on the last of our mountains.

The song of mountain innocence is over. The song of mountain experience has now been sounded. The song of mo
wisdom is yet before Bob. His youth is now behind him; his future is yet before him.

There is no doubt, though, tHaavidis the quintessential Canadian mountain poem, and this being'tlye&iOsince it was
written and published, a few articles are in order to honour poet and poem.

Most of the magazines and journals Birney sent the poem to in April 1941 rejected it, and it was mbeuéhadian Fo-

rum accepted and publishé&hvidin December 1941, that the poem took to formal print. It took less than a year for Birne
to win the Gover nbavidaeatherPaeh(@®42). Ahave a ldvely*iedition copy oDavid and other
Poems and the mountain on the frontispiece | ooks wery

Rocky Mountain Guide Books
Ron Dart (BC Mountaineering Club)

I was in the Banff area the last week of April 2011, and, when there, had the opportunity to do further research on Can:
mountaineering at the Whyte Museum of the Canadian Rockies. | was quite fortunate, when at the Whyte Museum, to
in their special exhibit OA Retrospective of Canadiar
Room from April 23May 30. The Swiss Guides Room is not large, but the history of guiding books was told well.
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The classic guide book of the Rockies that has gone into many editibtis s Canadi an Rocki es T
Manual. This tome was first published in 1971, and Brian Patton and Bart Robinson did the in the trenches mules work.
exhibit at the Whyte Museum in 2011 is dedicated to 40 years of many editibhs Ganadian Rockies Trail Guidehere

are, though, many other books in the genre that were either self published or a publisher had the vision to broaden ¢
deepen the possibilities of guide books. The first edition (much leanBrpoi 6t Wast e Yo ur (aTathene
opinionated approach to which trail s Classe Hikes oftthe Canadiin t
Rockieswere on display. Many other books that focussed on trail guides in the Rockies made for a historic walkabout in
Swiss Guides Room.

| lingered in the Swiss Guides Room for an ample amount of time ( | was=

only one in such a silent space), and | thought about the focus on the Rocl
museum that dealt with mountaineering in Banff (Whyte Museum) and the ¢
books that have such a pedigree. The fact that | live in the Cascade Mou
and close to the Coast Mountains nudged me to think about how much the
ies dominates the history and imagination of many. The Cascades and C
mountains do not get the same attention. We have no real comparable mot
eering museum on the west coast to the Whyte Museum of the Canadian
ies. Why is this the case? We have, obviously, many fine guide books, | “I'Illlﬂ S
country books and ski books. We have a history as graphic and tellable ; ]} BAR & GRILL
Rockiesd but, there is no museum
sible for the Federation of Mountain Clubs in British Columbia to do somet
on the West Coast that equals or even surpasses the work done in Banff
Whyte Museum on mountaineering?-something to ponder as we enter t
summer seasony

Bruno Engler: (1915 -2001)

Renaissance Mountain Man Ron Dart in front or B
Ron Dart (BC Mountaineering Club) in Ban

— Karin Dart

Ten years have passed this year since Bruno Engler died and went to the other side of the mountains that he lived in nr
his life. There is an inviting restaurant in Banff, replete with Engler lore, legend, newspaper clippings and many ph
graphs of the Engler era. My wi fe and |, after a day
ale, food, tale telling and more insights on Bruno Engler the Renaissance mountain man, raconteur and activist. Whc
Engler and why is he important in the Canadian mountaineering hall of fame?

Bruno Engler, like the Swiss Guides that shaped early mountaineering in Canada, was born in Switzerland. Engler
trained, as a young man, in mountaineering, guiding a
tography and skung placed him in an enviable position when he arrived in Canada in 1939. The Swiss Guides were
trained skiers, Sunshine Village was developing its ski program, and Engler was hired to build up the Sunshine Village
school near Banff. Engler was also offered a position with Swiss Guides (Ernest Feuz & Rudolf Aemmer) at Lake Lou
The fact that Engler came to Canada in WW II, and his mountain skills were well known by those like Rex Gibson, me
that the military was interested in him, and he trained many Canadian troops.

Engler was much more the bon vivant than the more staid Swiss Guides. He was a raconteur of the mountains, and t
many a |lively tale to tell. Much of Englerdos |ife we
counted inBruno Engler: A Mountain Lif¢1996). Engler led many a climb with such well known early mountaineers as
Tony Cromwell, Frank Smythe and Georgia Englehard. Mountaineering was not a fulltime job in the post WWII yea
though, and Engler had to cast about for other work. Engler found a job in Blairmore (Alberta) at a strip mine, and he li
in the area for four years with his second wife, Angel Engler. It was at this time that Engler climbed many of the mount:
in the Crowsnest Pass area with Fritz Frei, and he assisted in creating a ski area in the Pass.

The post WWII boom of the 5680s7 0 s increasingly so, tapped into Eng
mand as a mountain guide and ski instructor, his stunning-laitE mountain photography (that is at the same level as
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Ansel Adams and Bradford Washburn) was selling well, his work at Rogers Pass on avalanches placed him at the fore
of mountain safety, and the movie industry was drawn to his charming looks and photogenic poses. Engler became a
| ance correspondent for the CBC in the 1950s, he sta
maker dominated the next few decades. In fact, Engler was involved in the making of more thafivevéhms between
1950 andl1980. The CBC did a feature on Englerés 1|ife
initiated 6The Veterans6 Raced at Sunshine Village.
Hans Gmoser led Prime Minister Trudeau to the Bugaboos in 1972.

Engler was, in his rich and varied life, a fine skier and ski instructor, a pioneer in avalanche safety, mountain climber
guide, photographer, filmmaker, actor, exquisite story teller and ambassador for Canadian mountain culture. He was,
sense, the complete renaissance mountain man.

Engl erd6s commitment to mountain culture was rewarded
ment Award for Excellence, Premier Cup for Photography and Mountaineering and the distinguished Rose Award. Er
was made an honorary member of the Association of Canadian Mountain Guides iyf 1975.
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The Beats of the North Cascades
Ron Dart (BC Mountaineering Club)
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A braid of circumstances ties the Beat Generation to the NorthRon Dart at Kerouacés lookout cal
Cascades. Inthe early 1950s, a weary America turned its attentiofeg§s with Hozomeen in the background
getting ahead after enduring the Depression and \W\VEHd in that era of the man in the gray flannel suit, a group of liter-
ary rebels hit the road and the trail. While the Lost Generation found its refuge and inspiration in Paris, the Beats found

their safe harbour in the North Cascades as wel |l as i
~ James Martin
North Cascades Crest: Notes and |

On October 7, 1955, the poet Kenneth Rexroth orchestrated the most famous Beat Generation poetry reading in histon
that joined Columbieducated, Greenwich Village Beat writ@rédllen Ginsberg and Jack Kerouacwith the ecologically

mi nded fAmount ai M Miéparthaleh and GarytShyeleaWe sStan Fr anci scobds Si X
when All en Ginsberg read his poem AHowl o for the fir
landscape far from that gallery touched their work deeply.

Snyder and Whalen had lived in fire lookouts on Sauk, Sourdough and Crater mountains in the North Cascades just
years before, and Kerouac spent his first summer in the range the summer after the Six Gallery reading, when he work
a | ookout on Desol ation Peak. Kerouacds experience 1ir
books. Allen Ginsberg also visited the North Cascades, making two trips with Snyder in 1956 and 1965.

These are the facts of the Beatsd journeys to the anc
that they influenced the emerging literary and political vision of this new generation of American writers. The lookout sit
perched high on rock rims, knobs and citadels of ages, became literary sites to develop spiritual and cultural insghts. T
the Beat writers retreated to reclaim more meditative lives. They felt that the North Cascades were like the mountair
China where their Chinese mountain sage,-Baan, spent his meditative days.
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Kenneth Rexroth (190%982) was the elder and dean of the West Coast mountain Beats.

He fondly tells the tale of his North Cascade days in his accessible autobiogkaphytobiographical NoveRexroth had
traveled across much of the United States in 1924, that summer when he not only helped build a shelter in the Cascad
also hiked, opened trails with saw and axe and had many an adventure. His rambles included a climb of Glacier Peak,

of Lake Chelan, and an amble up the Skagit Valley to
probably the happiest boy who ever |ived. o0 (Page 281.
peak to climb every evening after work.o (Page 283.)
group building McGregor Lookout were worthy of the po

Although Rexroth later parted ways with the Beats, he was their mentor and patriarch and a pioneer in the west coast lit
movements from the 30s to the 50s. He wove together, on a delicate tapestry, the threads of Eastern and Western mys
poetry, politics, ecological awareness, and even publishing.

His influence on the younger Gary Snyder was very clear. Gary Snyder lived as a lookout in the North Cascades at C
Mountain in 1952 and on Sourdough Mountain in 1953,
McCarthy was baiting AReds, 0 and Snyderds | eftist ani
ments. Snyder could not get a job in the North Cascades because some thought he might be a national security threat.
had more than demonstrated his competence in the mountains as a lookout193®52ut other factors were at work in
keeping him from high mountain lookout life.

Snyder, like Rexroth, was in the midst of synthesizing a new vision fopodt War Il America: poetry, politics, Bud-
dhism, ecological attentiveness, and mountain metaphors. The 1950s were the years when the Beats were quietly
down roots that would give birth, in the 1960s, to the cotoubture. It was in the North Cascades that the silent and listen-
ing years formed and forged their souls. It is almost impossible to miss the centrality of mountains in the prose, poetry
translations of Gary Snyder. The publication of Snyder classics from the 1950s wid dountain PoemRiprap and
Myths and Textsignalled a literary way that was grounded in mountains and the transformative myth of mountains.

I attended a mDanged onrPgakao 2004 $rihg Nlarth Gascades area, and almost 1000 turned out for th
evening. In fact, many had to be turned away. | was quite fortunate at the reading to get a signe®anggrain Peaks

and a photograph taken with Snyder. The theme of mountains, though, was ever prBsegeinon Peakss it was in
such publications aslountains and Rivers Without Enidook Out: ASelection of Writingand the hefty tomelhe Gary
Snyder ReadeiSnyder, of course, has traveled, in both a literal and literary sense, beyond the North Cascades, but, &
and again, there is a circling back to the glacier thick rock sentinels of the Cascades.

Gary Snyder met Philip Whalen (192802) in 1952. Whalen was never as active in the mountains as Snyder or Rexrot
but he spent a few years there. He lived as a lookout at Sauk Mountain in the North Cascades from 1953 to 1955. |
been to Sauk many ti mes, and the old | ookout i's no | c
spot that Whalen began to synthesize his interest in poetry, Zen Buddhism, mountain metaphors, and an ecological se|
ity. Life in the lookouts for Snyder and Whalen was about looking out for changes in American society. Distance from
valley was needed for better seeing, and Whalen and Snyder saw much in the fast moving and driven ethos of the time
they want such a frantic existence? The North Cascade Beats were very much charting a new path worthy of a life trek i
1950s.Continuous Flame: A Tribute to Philip Whalén2 0 0 4 ) is a fine eulogy to Wh:¢
spirituality that is deeply meditative and poetically probing.

Most know Jack Kerouac (192296 9) as t he dAki ng of OnthecRoalneld56 drovétheTsyeandp u
introverted Kerouac to the center of literary life in the 1950s. Kerouac was an east coast urban boy, but in 1955, he
Rexroth, Snyder, Whalen and many others at the Six Gallery Reading in San Francisco. Kerouac, like Rexroth, Snyde
Whalen, was on a conscious spiritual and literary search, and he found part of his answer in the mountains. Kerouac
hired as a lookout at Desolation Peak in the North Cascades in the summer of 1956. He had high hopes of what the e
ence of more than two months alone on a rock knoll would do for him on his journey. Kerouac, like Rexroth, had
nounced Roman Catholic sympathies and leanings, but both men were also interested in the Eastern traditions and
dhism. Both men were quite aware of the work of Thomas Merton, and the way, as a Christian monk, Merton used the
age of mountains as a dominant metaphor in his journey. (Snyder and Whalen, conversely, tended to be much less inte
in the relationship between West and East.)
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Kerouacb6s |l engthy sojourn as a | ookout on Desol ation
north end of Ross Lake just as Snyder6s Sourdough | oo
out combined with the silence and rock turrets in all directions does work its way into the inner life. Kerouac wrote poi
antly and graphically about his time on Desolation in four bobksrma Bum¢1958),Lonesome Travelgi960),Desola-

tion Angels(1965)andBook of Blueg1995). Snyder is immortalized iDharma Bumsas Japhy Ryder just as Mount Ho-
zomeen (whose split knife edge broods over the northern Cascades and gazes down on Desolation Peak) is never fg
Kerouacds i magination and writing. Kerouac | acked t hi
explains his short life and tragic death, but there can be no doubt that the North Cascades touched a deep chord withi
that would not be still or silent. The opening few line®eolation Angelare descriptively apt and insightful.

Those afternoons, those lazy afternoons, when | used to sit, or lie down, on

Desolation Peak, sometimes on the alpine grass, hundreds of miles of snow

covered rock all around, looming Mount Hozomeen on my north, vast snowy

Jack to the south, the encharmed picture of the lake below to the west and the

snowy hump of Mt. Baker beyond, and to the east the rilled and ridged

monstrosities humping to the Cascade Ridgeééééstarl
pinnacles and thousand feet high protruding from hunch muscles another

thousand feet high protruding from immense timbered shoulders.

| was fortunate to climb the faigi ke upper peaks of Hozomeen in 1975, 3
shrine on Desolation Peak. Kerouac brought to a close the final few lines in chaptd22liiarma Bumwith this cele-
bration of Hozomeen.

Hozomeen, Hozomeen, the most beautiful mountain | ever seen, and the most
beautiful as soon as | got to know it and saw the Northern Lights behind it
reflecting all the ice of the North Pole from the other side of the world.

Sadly so, Kerouacbs descent from the upper knoll and
havoc with his soul. The tragic descent is well recounté&zksolation Angels

The North Cascadésmysterious or even obscure to many who read the 8qd#syed an essential role in the emerging

Beat generation. Rexroth, Snyder, Whalen and Kerouac were all indebted, for different reasons, to the white clad sum
rocky gorges and guardians of ages past. The merging of Eastern and Western spirituality, poetry, prose and politics
logical awareness, and the mountain as a mystical metaphor all happened to the Beats in the North Cascades iy the 19
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‘ Mountain Equipment Co-op is happy
‘ to provide office space for FMCBC.
= LEAVE MOUNTAIN
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The Federation of Mountain Clubs of BC
would like to welcome the
Friends of Strathcona Park
as our newest member club.

Thank you for your support.

If you are not already receiving the
FMCBC Monthly E  -News contact Jodi at
admin.manager@mountainclubs.org to be put on our
distribution list. You can view past issues at:
wiki.mountainclubs.org/fmcbc -e-news

And you can participate in our letter writing campaigns
by visiting:  wiki.mountainclubs.org/letter - writing

Friends of Garibaldi Park

Retired B.C. Parks supervisor, Al
Jenkins, concerned about the
state of the Black Tusk Mead-
ows ftrail, contacted the FMCBC
earlier this year for support.
Since then he has begun putting
together a group called the
Friends of Garibaldi Park and
has tried to get his message out
through the media in various
newspaper articles and through
his own YouTube video:

http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=2EP8mI3nar8

For more information you can
visit the FOGP website:

www.friendsofgaribaldipark.org

If you are interested in
becoming a member of the
Friends of Garibaldi Park
to receive updates and
information on volunteering
opportunities

email Jodi at the FMCBC
admin.manager@mountainclubs.org
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